
 

The Lake Anasagunticook Association (LAA)—also known as 
the “Lake Association”—is a public, non-profit organization 
founded to bring together individuals who care about Lake 
Anasagunticook.  The 600-acre, 50-foot-deep lake is located in 
the towns of Canton and Hartford, Maine. It is used for 
recreation purposes, including boating, swimming, and fishing, 
and is a source of drinking water. 

The LAA addresses topics related to preserving and protecting 
the lake as a natural resource. Membership donations and 
fundraisers primarily fund its work. The organization 
distributes a newsletter to its members, friends, and interested 
parties; holds periodic board meetings; celebrates Lake Days 
every summer; and holds an annual meeting. Members collect 
data on water quality; check the lake for invasive plants and 
animals; and work to protect the wildlife.  They also played a 
large role in fundraising for the 2012 Dam Project. The LAA 
participates in the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program 
(MVLMP), and board members are active in the Maine Lakes 
Environmental Association: http://mainelakes.org/. 

See Page 2 for information on how to join the LAA. 
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Join the Hunt 
 
LAA is looking for a large rock 
on which to mount our bronze 
plaque listing the names of 
the donors who contributed 
$100 or more to the rebuilding 
of the dam. The rock must 
have a flat area that is at least 
26" wide and 38" high and be 
angled in such a way that the 
plaque can be read when 
someone is standing in front 
of it.  The LAA can arrange to 
have the rock moved to the 
park near the boat launch. 
Please send your leads to Liz 
Rothrock on 207-754-7692 or 
anasagunticook@gmail.com. 

What is LAA? 
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Letter from LAA 
President 
Biff Atwater 
 
 
[The LAA was a sponsor of the Canton 
Bicentennial Kick-off Event held on 
Feb. 5, 2017 at the Canton Caboose.  
Biff and Mary Atwater (pictured) 
represented the organization and 
enjoyed the festivities at the event.] 

 

1

Dear LAA Members and Friends, 
 
I hope you like the new direction and format 
of your newsletter; it’s attractive, colorful, and 
filled with good information about our 
community, its activities, and ways to protect 
the beautiful lake.   
 
Please read the article about septic systems.  
It’s vitally important, for the sake of the lake 
to keep our septic systems working properly. 
 
There are other things that we can all do 
including managing the plants, bushes, and 
trees on our property to prevent erosion and 
lake pollution.  Please don’t use fertilizers. 
Ever think of saving energy buy not cutting 
your lawn? How about planting low growing 
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bushes along your shoreline to prevent 
erosion.  Leave the dead leaves and pine 
needles under plants and trees that border 
your property.  The “duff,” as it’s called, 
prevents erosion and is a good place to grow 
worms if you fish. 
 
There are many other things you can do.  One 
is to call a board member to schedule a “Lake 
Smart” evaluation. 
 
And please look at the enclosed schedule then 
plan to join us at one or all of the events your 
Lake Association has organized for the 
summer.  Hope to see you around or on the 
lake. 
 
Biff Atwater, LAA President 

If you haven’t paid your 2017 dues yet, please mail your dues ($10 per person)  
along with this form (or a reasonable facsimile) to: 

 

LAA 
PO Box 411 

Canton, ME 04221 

 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Local Address (if different): _______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have questions about whether or not you have paid your 2017 dues, 
please contact our treasurer, Gary Dougherty (207-597-2033 or gdougherty8@aol.com). 
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With the arrival of spring, our attention is turned to property 
maintenance.  Many of the properties on the lake and in its 
watershed have septic systems.  The improper care of a septic 
system can negatively affect the water quality of our lake.  
According to the state of Maine: 
 

Septic systems are made to be pumped out periodically (every 
two or three years) to keep the solids in the tank from being 
carried into the leach bed where it clogs the pipes and soils, 
creating a malfunction. 

 
Additionally: 
 

Many homeowners are under the misconception that a septic 
system, once installed, will work forever without mainte-
nance.  This is not true!  Most septic systems, even with 
maintenance, will work effectively for only an average of 15  
to 25 years. 

 
FYI, here are signs of a failing septic system (again, courtesy of 
the state of Maine): 

 
1. Sewage odor near the septic tank or leach field.  
2. Standing water over the tank or leach field.   
3. Slow running drains and toilets.  
4. A patch of bright green grass over the leach field in the 

winter or lush green growth in the summer when other 
grass is slow-growing. 

5. Drinking water in nearby wells shows high levels of 
phosphorus when tested. 

 
Needless to say, our lake’s health depends on responsible septic 
system care and replacement. 
 
And on a related note…please avoid using an abundance of water 
in a short time period.  This may overtax your septic system.  For 
example, if you are entertaining a large group of people on your 
property, you may want to bring in porta-potties so as not to 
overburden your septic system during the get-together. 
 
The Lake Anasagunticook Association has a Lake Water Quality 
Committee that tests the water in our lake.  If you would like to 
volunteer to help monitor the water quality, please contact 
President Biff Atwater on williamatwater1@mac.com or 508-361-
0750. 
 
Sources: 
https://www1.maine.gov/dep/land/watershed/camp/index.html and 
“Pipeline: Small Community Wastewater Issues Explained to the 
Public” Newsletter (Fall 1995). 
 

Can we talk about… 

Septic Systems 

Where Have the 
Loons Been? 

 
Ever wonder where the 
loons on our lake go in the  
winter? 

Well, they don’t go far.  
They head to the nearest 
body of water that doesn’t 
freeze. For our loons, that’s 
the coast of Maine. So, if you 
went to Portland this winter 
to see “The Nutcracker” or 
“A Christmas Carol,” they 
were probably just blocks 
away! 

The LAA has a Wildlife 
Committee that keeps an 
eye on the loons on our lake. 
The Committee places a 
nesting platform in the lake 
for the loons to use in the 
spring, keeps a head count 
of the loons and their chicks, 
and reports loons in distress 
to the game warden. 

Photo by Richard “Zoot” Dwyer 
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The towns of Canton and Hartford, Maine, have 
long been destinations for vacationers.  The draw, 
of course, is beautiful Lake Anasagunticook. 
 
Canton was a stop on the Rumford Branch of the 
Maine Central Railroad that passed through the 
town beginning in the late 1850s carrying freight, 
as well as tourists.  Over time, four family resorts 
were established around the lake.  Green Acres 
Inn, located in Hartford, was one of these resorts.  
The following information was provided by the 
Boness family, the current owners of Green Acres: 
 
The original Green Acres Homestead was built in 
1807 by Oakes Thompson using his Revolutionary 
War Officer’s pension grant.  Oakes and his son 
camped on the property near the spring located 
below the present day golf course.  They chose the 
top of the hillside to build their small Cape Cod 
style farmhouse.  A barn was also built—in fact, a 
second barn was later merged with the first.  The 
combined barns became the resort’s lodge. 
 
By the late 1800’s, Green Acres was owned by 
Caleb and Clara Mendall.  They ran it as a 
working farm that took in summer boarders.  
Maine native and Boston business owner, Edward 
Franklin Poland, was one of those visitors.  
Edward brought along his two sons Everett and 
Laurence (aka Larry or Laurie) and other family 
members to enjoy the property overlooking Lake 
Anasagunticook.  
 
Soon it became clear that the Polands loved this 
land as much as the Mendall family.  A small 
cabin was built for Edward’s eldest son Everett 
and his wife Alida.  The cabin was named for their 
first daughter, Adelaide.  After a second daughter, 
Virginia (aka Ginny) was born, they acquired the 
neighboring Thomas farm with its similar white 
Cape Cod house.  Ginny Poland, later Ginny 
Macfarland, lived full-time in that house 
throughout her later years.  Adelaide met Canton 
native Conrad (aka Connie) Ray in Lindley’s Drug 
Store, which is now the Canton Variety.  They 
married and ultimately moved to house on Staples 
Hill Road.  In addition to having a wonderful view 
of the lake from their home, Adelaide could look 
across to Green Acres!  Two of the Rays’ sons 
continue to live in the area today. 

Another small cabin was built at Green Acres for 
Edward’s second son Larry and his wife Marjorie 
Kerr.  The cabin was named for their only son, 
Lloyd.  Since it was located in what became the 
middle of several cabins, it was fondly called the 
“Fishbowl.”  Across the road, a cabin was also built 
for Edward—and to his specifications.  He even 
placed a small picket fence around the property, 
pieces of which remain today. 
 
When none of the Mendall family members wished 
to continue the family farm, Larry Poland 
purchased Green Acres to use as a family home and 
summer inn.  (His best friend, Ned Leighton chose 
the neighboring Ludden farm, which is currently 
Highland Acres.)  For the rest of the century, Green 
Acres had a name and a purpose, and was enjoyed 
by many who came to experience Maine’s pleasures.  
After the deaths of his parents in the 1950s, Lloyd 
took over as proprietor and ran Green Acres with 
his wife Ann and a wonderful staff made up of local 
residents and, frequently, the children of guests. 
 
Green Acres is currently owned by Lloyd’s daughter 
Leslie and her husband Daryl—both of whom are 
LAA members.  Although Green Acres is no longer 
operated as a resort, the Bonesses have done a 
wonderful job of restoring the property to its prior 
glory.  210 years after Oakes Thompson put down 
stakes at Green Acres, the Bonesses continue to 
ensure that it is “A friendly place for nice people.” 
 
Additional Source: Obituary of Adelaide Ray at 
http://www.wilescremationcare.com. 

 

 

Green Acres: A History 
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LAA Summer Calendar 
Hartford Spring Fling at Hartford Town Hall 

Saturday, 29 April, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
The LAA will have a fundraising table where we will sell like-new and gently-used items donated by 
our members—plus a basket raffle.  Donation drop-offs welcome at our table on Friday, 6-8 p.m. and 
Saturday, 7-8 a.m. 

Tour of Maine Lake Science Center in Bridgton 
Monday, 5 June, 11:00 a.m  

A one-hour guided tour of the facility followed by a walk of the grounds and lunch.  See 
http://www.mainelakes.org/the-maine-lake-science-center/ for info on the Center. 
 

LAA Board Meeting and Dinner at Rothrocks 
Sunday, 25 June, 5:00 p.m. 

Non-board members, please contact Biff Atwater to attend. 
 

Invasive Snail Removal Day at Canton Beach 
Sunday, 9 July, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

An opportunity for people of all ages to improve the health of the lake by wading into the lake to 
retrieve this aggressive invasive.  Gloves and buckets provided.  Ice cream will be served to all 
participants! 

LAA Board Meeting and Dinner at TBD. 
Sunday, 6 August, 5:00 p.m. 

Non-board members, please contact Biff Atwater to attend. 
 

Invasive Plant Search 
Either Saturday, 5 August or Wednesday, 16 August (specific date and time TBD) 

An invasive plant search in kayaks and canoes, led by the Maine Lakes Volunteer Monitoring 
Program (MLVMP) and followed by a picnic lunch.  Some extra kayaks and canoes will be available. 
 

Sunset Gathering at TBD 
Friday, 11 August, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

A members-only gathering with sweet and savory snacks and beverages provided by the board 
members. 

LAA Annual Meeting, at the Canton Town Office 
Saturday, 12 August, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

This meeting is for the entire membership.  Find out about the state of our association; vote on a 
slate of officers; learn about the health of the lake; discuss concerns, etc.  Refreshments will be 
served. 
 

Wildlife Talk, at the Canton Town Office 
Saturday, 12 August, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Immediately following the Annual Meeting, a guest speaker will give a talk on wildlife in our region. 
 

Lake Days, at the start of Lake Shore Drive 
Saturday, 19 August, 1:00-5:00 p.m. 

This annual celebration includes ice cream sundaes, socializing, boat rides, and an opportunity to 
purchase raffle tickets for some super prizes! 
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Website:  

www.lakeanasagunticook.org 
Facebook Page:   

Friends of Lake Anasagunticook 

Invasive “Chinese Mystery” Snails have found their way into our lake.  
It’s unclear how they arrived (probably because someone emptied an 
aquarium into a waterway—a “no-no!”).  These snails multiply rapidly 
and may transmit diseases and parasites.  Additionally, they compete 
with native snails for food and habitats and clog screens on water-
intake pipes.  The snails are prevalent on Canton Beach and are 
making their way onto beaches around the lake.  But you can do your 
part to remove them!  We’ll provide buckets and gloves—and ice cream 
for those who participate.  Read here for information about the snails 
and what to do with the ones you retrieve on your own:   

www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/what-we-do/Invasive-
Species/ChineseMysterySnail.asp  

http://rule-303.blogspot.com/2012/06/one-at-time-how-you-will-stop-
chinese.html  

www.mainevlmp.org/programs/other-programs/chinese-mystery-snails/  

LAA Invasive Snail Removal Day 
Sunday, July 9 at 1-4 p.m. 

LAA Newsletter April 2017 

Please consider printing a copy of 
this newsletter and passing it to a 
neighbor or friend.  Thank you! 


